Paroxysmal rapid heart action in infancy is not common. The condition is sometimes difficult to recognize as it may be symptomless or may only be detected during examination for a complaint unconnected with the cardiovascular system. However, its recognition is important because the response to therapy is satisfactory and may, on occasion, be life-saving. The following case is reported to illustrate this.
-I I ; l ; * * H * @ * [ . * 4 4 1 S * 0 . -d o b s F = 4 = : D X * * * * _ * t ' ' + t | 0 s t i -+ -i t -t t t * -t 4 -t s * t -* X -4 { @ -} r t s s 1i i i _ s _. .. .=;: _. ,* t t..._ i .. S. t | 7 4 1 4 ; ; 6 4 = * 6 _ _ : 1 ' : -' -' ' 4 w -| --8 + ' I -' -' 4 iii is * tS 4 § 4 t s t § t t t X t t f t t t t t t t t J . . . . . . . 7 : X _ t . . t ; / : t t : . I . : . t . : t . ; . t : : . . . . . . . T ---| --X I -X X . . . . s 1 . 4 4 . , r , , -, 4 , + t . -t -. . . . . . . , 0 _ s . , , Read (1952) reported a death from ventricular tachycardia in a woman of 61 years after an intravenous dose of 200 mg., while pyrexia and a macular rash have also been reported by Bakos and Askey (1952) and Hellman (1952) . Digoxin and pronestyl are equally successful in the treatment of paroxysmal tachycardia, but if any advantage can be claimed for pronestyl, it is its rapidity of action, which is almost immediate, while the first effects of digoxin are not noted for about two to four hours. The dose of procaine amide in infants is not known, but in the case reported 110-132 mg. per kg. body weight was effective. It is possible that if a larger dose of pronestyl had been given at the outset, one intravenous injection only might have been necessary. It is interesting to note that the pronestyl had no effect in lengthening the P-R interval or the Q-T interval. Further trials with this, drug must be carried out before its place in the treatment of the cardiac arrhythmias can be assessed and future developments are awaited with interest. 
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